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Background
On May 8, 2007, a brush fire broke out in Griffith Park, and over the course of the next two days,

consumed over 800 acres of park land. The fire caused significant damage in the canyons and peaks
north and east of Mount Hollywood, and destroyed a number of hiking trails, overlooks, and view sheds.
The majority of Mixed Chaparral and Mixed Shrub plant communities in the burn areas were destroyed
with significant damage to the oaks, sycamores, and other woodland communities. While the damage to
the existing ecosystem is critical, most of the Park’s native trees and shrubs will recover naturally over the
next 10-15 years. However, in order to allow for nature to repair and heal the bummed areas, it is necessary
to protect and stabilize the now exposed topsoil. The missing plant life acted as a natural stabilizer which
prevenled the erosion of the hillsides and slopes from wind and rain. The Department of Recreation Parks
is currently embarking on the following action plan to provide temporary soil stabilization to allow for
nalural recovery as well as to protect public safety.

Action Plan
The Griffith Park Fire Recovery Plan consists of 3 phases:

Phase I Emergency Debris Removal, Clean-Up and Re-Use
Cleaning of Existing Storm Systems
Scientific Surveying and Mapping
Science- and Data-based Erosion Control Design

Phase I1: Science- and Data-based Restoration Planning
Repair and Replace Damaged Erosion and Water Conveyance Structures
Run-off, Debris & Soil Caplure
Jute Mesh Slope Stabilization
Targeted Temporary Irrigation Using Reclaimed Water

Phase I11: Restoration and Rehabilitation of Landscapes, Structures, I-lahﬂut
Furniture, Fixtures, Trails, and Infrastructure

Multi-Agency Task Force To Implement Plan
On Wednesday, May 16, 2007, Department of Recreation Parks staff met with members of the following
agencies to coordinate a synchronized effort to implement the GrfTith Park Fire Recovery Plan:

City of Los Angeles DPW Bureau of Street Services

City of Los Angeles DPW Bureau of Sanitation

City of Los Angeles DPW Bureau of Sanitation Solid Resources Processing and Construction Div.
City of Los Angeles DP'W Bureau of Engincering



County of Los Angeles Fire Department
University of California Cooperative Extension

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
WNational Park Service - Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
USDA Forest Scrvice

City of Los Angeles Fire Department

CA Department of Fish and Game

City of Los Angeles Environmental Affairs Depattment

The Department of Recreation Parks has also secured assistance from the:

City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
City of Los Angeles Deparument of General Services
City of Los Angeles Department of Amimal Services
City of Los Angeles Police Department

Million Trees LA

L.A. Zoo

Who to Contact if You Can Help
Department of Recreation Parks is continuing to seck aid and assistance. Any other agencies,

organizations, or individuals with an interest in assisting in the fire recovery by volunteering or with
donations, should direct their inquiries to:

Christina Iwata
Department of Recreation and Parks

(213) 485-7512

Christina iwata(allacity.org
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